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PROGRAM NOTES 


Don Justesen 

Galashiels, Selkirkshire. Is this where the fabled King Arthur 
held court with his knights? Is It the site of the Connecticut 
Yankee's romp ’round the Round Table? No, dear reader. 

Galashiels Is In Scotland, and It Is the United Kingdom’s 
equivalent of Silicon Valley. In the grassy vales of Galashiels 
Is found CIrtech, an Innovative firm of engineers and programmers 
that dream of--then make--devIces that enhance the Apples II. 

On July 31st last, having been given advertising copy by Dennis 
Dorns, who reads micromags that are published In Great Britain, 
Outer Mongolia, and Mars, I saw three lterns that Intrigued: A 
CP/M-Plus card that spits out bits at 8 MHz but that doesn’t use 
an expansion slot; a one-meg RAM card--the ”FI Ipster’’--that can 
be programmed concurrently with as many as four different 
operating systems, DOS 3.3, ProDOS, Pascal (v. 1.1., 1.2, or 
1.3), and CP/M (v. 2.2 to 3.0), any one of which can be accessed 
from another In a fraction of second; and the UnIMate, a 
software program by which 3.5-In. fllpples for Apple’s Unidisk 
can be transformed to boot any of the aforementioned operating 
systems. 

On July 31st, I direct-dialed the CIrTech telephone number In 
Galashiels, then found myself talking with a marvelously 
(technically) enlightened woman, Dennle Robertson. I told her 
about the Apple Bits User’s Group, and I asked her whether she 

could arrange a loan of the three Items, the better to let 

non-Connecticut Yankees know what’s cooking In Scotland’s micro 
ovens. ”’'11 s done," she said In so many words (each tinctured 
with a bit of the brogue). "Keep your eye out for Emery Air." 

On August 5th, I received a call from a U.S. Customs officer. He 

wanted to know what fllpsters and cee-pee-eems and u-knee-mates 
are. On being told they are used on Apples, he warned me of the 

penalties for Introducing fruit-fly larvae Into the U.S. On 

being Informed of the distinction between Apples edible and 

Apples that compute, he Indicated that he would calculate duty 
owed, and that, "In due time," ClrTech’s package would be 

del Ivered. 

On August 11th, the bundle of goodies from CIrTech arrived. Duty 
free. But the bundle arrived too late for any serious tinkering 
and evaluation. Appleblts Editor Bill Magldson Is leaving town 
and needs copy of my Program Notes by the 12th of August, which 
happens to be the date this deathless prose was written. The 
cards and the software were given to The Doctor, Dennis Dorns, who 
doubtless will do a superb job of evaluation. I hope the reader 
Is as eager as I am to attend the September general meeting of 
ABUG at which time light will be shed on what's cooking In the 
micro ovens of Galashiels. 





Editor: Bill Magidson 
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non-profit organization, run entirely by volunteers) must 
generate enough money per month to support the newsletter, 
PMS, long distance phone calls to various manufacturers and 
other expenses. AE suggests that we might sell magazines. 
Increase our membership or have banquets to raise needed 
monIes. 


A Catch-22? Dealers should be able to count on the 
local User Groups for support, assistance and expertise. 
But some would. In the same breath, deny us our very 


MIDKEST APPLE USERS CONFERENCE 
JULY 19 & 20, 1986 
CHICAGO, IL 

HOST: Northern Illinois Computer Society 
by Jeffrey Bill Ings 

The conference was held to help coordinate the lines of 
communication between the Individual users groups and 
corporate Apple. Some 100 delegates from 41 mldwestern 
users groups attended, as did Apple's evangelists, Ellen 
Leanse, Catherine Hool than and PhylI Is Farnam. 

Ellen, a very charming Individual, was there by her own 
admission, to try to understand the needs of the users group 
as a whole. She Impressed me as a dedicated I nd I v I duaI that 
truly wants to "get the word out", yet, she Is In a 
difficult position of trying to satisfy our needs and wants, 
while being constrained by corporate Apple on the types and 
amounts of Information she can pass out. Ellen tried to 
Impress the group that Apple Is dedicated to trying to help 
the users groups by: 

1. "Getting the word out", about new products as they 
are released, and supplying Information about these products 
that we really need. 

2. Trying to Impress on Apple management the 
message(s) that the users groups want them to understand. 
(I.e. that we are the field support personnel when the 
dealers fall to help new and old users alike). By allowing 
the users group some measure In Input to corporate Apple, 
maybe we will start seeing some changes that will fulfill 
the needs of us, the users. 

Trying to enhance the level of enthusiasm of end 
For example, Apple has now Instituted an 800 number 
new owner may call to find the Apple users group In 
area. This will also help the users groups grow, by 
AppIe * s support for the group. Apple Is also trying 
to convince local and regional trade shows to provide a 
booth for area user's groups to present themselves to the 
pub lie. 

Currently Apple Is trying to Increase the availability of 
speakers from Cupertino from 4/month to something like 
10/month Including getting the people at the regional 
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offices Involved (an ambassador program something like 
Broderbunds). Expansion of AppleLink (a dealer and now user 
group message center for access to technical Information) as 
well as Increased use of APPUG on CompuServe Is also 
pIanned. 

Apple Is actively trying to convince the dealers that It Is 
In their best Interest to support and work with their user’s 
groups. Many dealers picture us as competition, because we 
are able to put together group buys, and because many of us 
have merchandise for sale at meetings. Apple Is trying to 
present them with the Idea that If they would support us, we 
might be persuaded to do our group buys through them. One 
suggestion that was made. Include dealers In our user’s 
group auctions, thus giving them a chance to move 
merchandise that just sits on their shelves or In the 
backrooms, providing us with a goodwill gesture. Given the 
response at the meeting Apple has their work cut out for 
them. 

Goals for Apple, short and long term, were discussed with a 
Technical Support Representative from Apple. 

SHORT TERM GOALS (present to 2 years hence): 

Apple Is trying to Increase the compatibility of peripherals 
between both the Apple line and the Macintosh, so that 

eventually there will be only one line of peripherals for 
both architectures. 

Apple has also Indicated the both the MS-DOS and Unix 
operating systems will be supported! 

MEDIUM TERM GOALS (2-5 years): 

Expect to see some dramatic changes In how we use our 
computers and what features become available. The new 
machines will, of course, have much more memory available to 
them than do the current models, and will run much faster. 

A "Flat Mac" Is definitely a possibility, as well a truly 
portable Apple BE¬ 
LONG TERM GOALS (5-10 years): 

Computers that will have limited artificial Intelligence 
(AGENT based) that will know what topics we are Interested 
In, and when the "cheapest" access rates for on-line 
database are In effect, will dally download Items of 
Interest for us and Inform us of their availability. Such 
computers will attend to many dally tasks for us, allowing 
more personal freedom. 

Apple wants us to get the message that the In-fighting that 
has gone on behind the scenes at Apple Is over and that the 
company has come of age. It Is no longer a fledgling 
company run by one or two egos, but rather a maturely 
managed company run by competent executives that Is market 
driven. Apple Is now truly Interested In what features we 
want in our computer and how we want to use It. Expect some 
changes In their posture towards user's groups In the near 
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and far future, for they are sinking a "significant" amount 
of monies Into the support of user's groups. 


GALLIMAUFRY 

Sandra Brockmann 

To all of you who have helped during the past month, 
thanks--so very much. ABUG members. It seems, are not only 
good at helping out with computer problems, motherboard 
breakdowns and the like; ABUG friends are also good at 
moving boxes and furniture, wiring phones and outlets, 
repairing plumbing. Installing television antennas, pinch 
hitting as lunch delivery boys and, many times, they 
function as a shoulder on which one can cry! My move to a 
new house was made much more fun and slightly less 
horrendous thanks to alI of you who not only offered to 
help, but also, actually did! 

Because of the move (new address Is 54 East 55th Street, 
Kansas City, Missouri 64113) and because the buyer of my old 
house fell through and because my son was flown home from 
New Hampshire helpless, with three breaks In one leg, I have 
not been too available except to lawyers, bankers, movers 
and orthopedic surgeons... even my I eg-1n-a-cast son has 
complained that l»m seldom available. 

I don * t know why things should calm down, but, hopefully, 
they will soon as the household (and my life) begin to 
return to some semblance of normalcy. In the meantime, my 
column this month Is necessarily short... All the following 
bits of Information come from ABUG PMSs 

-->COPY DC+ PROBLEM From: Dennis Dorns 

Any COPY DC + 6.1 and 6.2 owners; DO NOT USE "COPY DISK” ON 
THE MAIN UTILITIES MENU! It doesn't work right on these 
versions! To check your version, use COPY j[> to copy 
Itself. Boot the backup and enter the BIT COPY utilities. 

If the lines at the bottom of the menu screen read "USE 

ARROW cZYS” (etc.) your copy has the bug. DON'T USE THE 
COPY DISK FUNCTION ON SUCH A COPY, IT WILL PRODUCE SEVERAL 
ERRORS ON THE BACKUP!!! As far as 1 know, only versions 6.1 
and 6.2 are affected. The other options (Including disk 
copies using the "BIT COPY" mode) seem to work correctly. 

— >Un ID I sk 3.5 and Z/RAM From: John Thatcher 

There was one very minor change In the AppleWorks Expand 
disk from Applied Engineering. It affected only the printer 

buffer function. When I got the UnIDIsk, the 128K printer 

buffer would absorb the contents of the text file to be 
printed, and eat It - nothing would get to the printer. 
There was only one little poke to make to correct It, and 
could be don© either on the program on the expand disk, or 
on APLWORKS.SYSTEM. All of the current functions 
AppleWorks loaded Into memory, 425K desktop, and 128K 
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printer buffer now work correctly. The other two continued 
to work correctly without the modification. There Is also a 
program called PARTITION on the disk, which allows you to 
modify one of the PRODRIVE programs to lock out any banks 
you wish to, to preserve a RAMdlsk, and allow AppleWorks to 
load Into the rest. I configured one version of AW to work 
with a 3 bank (192K) RAMdlsk, and It gave me a 287K desk¬ 
top. The program also configures AppleWorks to recognize 
the RAMdlsk, and Is compatible with the Expander. 

-->Keyboard Registers From: Dennis Dorns 

The high bit (bit 7) of the keyboard data register (SC000) 
Is the Indicator for a keypress. The bit Is reset to ”0” by 
accessing $C010 and then set to "1” by any key down (other 
than the "control”, "shift”, "caps lock”, "apple”, and 
"reset" keys. You can poll $0000, test bit 7 to see If a 
key has been pressed and then either continue polling (If 
data not ready) or check the data for a value of Interest. 
For example, to check for the "up” and "down” arrows ($8A 


and $8B 

respect Iv1y): 



RDKBD 

STA 

SC010 

; clear strobe (bit 7). 


TEST 

LDA 

$C010 

; Get data register. 


agaIn. 

BPL 

TEST 

; Positive (bit 7 clear) 

1 Down arrow? 

so try 

CMP 

#$8A 



BEQ 

DOWN 

; Yes, do what you will... 



CMP 

#$8B 

; How about up arrow? 



BEQ 

UP 

$ Yes, go do something... 



JMP 

RDKBD 

; Neither, go back and start over. 

Notice 

this 

leaves 

no way out of the RDKBD loop 

uni ess 

eIther 

the 

"DOWN” or 

"UP” routine allows us to exit. 

There 


Is a monitor ROM routine that can be called to read the 
keyboard also, but the version on It that prints the cursor 
on the (unenhanced) //e and //c has some problems. Remember 
to access $C010 again when you exit so the keyboard Is 
enabIed! 

—>AppleWorks Help From: John Thatcher 

Centering text with AppleWorks Is as easy as typing: 
Open-Apple -0, CN, Escape. Any text which follows this will 
be centered until you hit: Open-Apple - 0, UJ, Escape. 
Open-Apple - 0 is the print Options menu. You may change 
Chars per In (Cl),Lines per In (LI), and a lot of other 
things as well using this menu. To display where the 
printer options are in your file, use Open-Apple (0A from 
now on) - Z. You may delete the printer Instructions with 
0A-D, move them to different locations with 0A-M, or copy 
them with 0A-C, Just as you would text. To change an option 
from one value to another, e.g. changing the left margin 
from 1.5 to 2.0 inches, you may do either of the following: 

1. Delete the first Instruction with 0A-D, then use OA-O 
to create a new command. 

2. Position your cursor on the existing command, then use 
0A-0, retype the command with the proper value (In this 
case: LM<cr> 2.0<cr> ((Hope this answers your question)). 
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—>//c Terminal Mode From: New User, KC MO 

°A means hold CONTROL, while typing A. Did you know that you 
do not need a terminal program to dial a bulletin board with 
your //c? The capability to do that Is already built Into 
your //c. Do this: 

Type IN#2 
Type °A 

Type T (you should now see an underline 

cursor) 

Address your modem: Most of you will need to type ATD and 
then the phone number, as In ATD5230304 (for ABUG PMS). You 
will (hopefully) be rewarded by the dial tone followed by 
the sound of your modem dialing. Next (hopefully again) you 
will be connected to the bulletin board of your choice. If 
you are dialing ABUG PMS and get connected, hit a RETURN to 
start your time on the bulletin board. If you decide you 
prefer working In 80 columns, do this: CTRL A, type Q (you 
should see regular cursor) Type PR#3 (you should see cursor 
home Itself In 80 columns) Type IN#2 followed by a RETURN 
followed by °A, type T. Now hit RETURN, you are back on PMS. 
More Information Is available In the //c Reference Manual, 
Chapter 8. 


************************************* 


* * 

* FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT * 

* * 

* ABUG'S FALL PICNIC * 

* * 

* The PI ace:She I ter 1,Fleming Park * 

* The Date: Sunday, Oct.12, 1986 * 

* The Time: Noon 'til 9:00 P.M. * 

* The Tab: Adults (with raffle * 

* ticket) $5.00. * 

* Adults (without raffle * 

* ticket) $3.00 * 

* ChiIdren $1.00 * 

* * 


* Activities Include Apple Fix-It * 

* Clinic, Auction, Raffle, Games, * 

* Fishing. (Details, Reservation * 

* Forms to be provided later.) * 

* * 

* You Bring a Salad and Cold Bev- * 

* erage(s) of Your Choice, (spirits * 

* allowed but glass bottles are a * 

* no-no) Also Bring Hardware, Soft-* 

* ware, or Any Useful I tern For the * 

* Raffle. (you get 75$, ABUG 24$) * 


* * 

* ABUG Provides the World's Best * 

* Hot Dogs With All the FIxIn's and * 

* Dessert. * 

* * 


************************************* 


8 










APPLE 


BITS USER’S GROUP: Information 


ABUG General Meeting: The Apple Bits User's Group meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month at Baptist Medical Center In the c «rry Education 
Building. 6601 Rockhlll Road, Kansas City, Missouri (Rockhlll! 

Holmes with the entrance to the parking lot on the west 

off Holmes). The meeting begins at 6:00 and ends about 9.00. All computer 
enthusiasts are encouraged to attend - membership Is not a requirement. 

ABUG Symposium: The ABUG Symposium meets on the third Tuesday of each month 
at UMKC Medical School, 2411 Holmes, theater A (see next listing for 
directions) from 7:00-9:00. The Symposium, for ABUG members only. Is 
designed for those Interested In learning a specific computer application 
In a relaxed. Inter-active environment: 


Date 


Subject 


ABUG Member Convener 


Sep 16 
Oct 21 
Nov 18 
Dec 16 
Jan 20 
Feb 17 
Mar 17 
Apr 21 
May 19 
Jun 23 
Jul 21 


CompuServe 

If It's Broken-Fix It 
Blind Use of Apples 
Christmas Software 
Pr I nters/Buf fers 
Enhanced Apples 
Creating a Newsletter 
IACcaIc/The Spreadsheet 
Copy ][+ / Utilities 
YCRs-Cameras-AppIes 
Comp.Aided Draft-DesIgn-//x 


Jlggs Tootle 

Courtney Jackson/Jack Calegar! 
Ed Marquette 
8 members 
Dennis Dorns 

John Thatcher/Joe Ryan 

Bill Mag tdson 

Dick Hulse 

Tom Welshaar 

Cass Casslng 

Charile Kuchar 


ABUG New User's Meeting: The small group for the new user meets on the 

fourth Tuesday of each month. New meeting place Is the UMKC Medical School 
at 2411 Holmes. Parking Is In the lot off Charlotte at that address (go to 
22nd and Holmes, turn East one block to Charlotte, turn South 2 blocks to 
the parking lot on your right. Go In front door of Med. B dg., sign og 
book, push buzzer for entry, go to the 1st room on the right Theater C)). 
Meeting time Is 7:30. Joe Ryan Is the new user coordinator and Tom 

Vanderpool Is our 'expert user In residence* who answers all of our 

questions In a language even the newest user ^understand. New S Can 

look forward to an Introduction to many topic during the calendar year. 


ABUG Games and Graphics Meeting: The GAG SIG meets at the Plaza Library 
(lower level), 4801 Main, from 2-4 one Saturday each month. The meeting 
dates are: April 26, May 24, June 21, July 19, August 23, September 20, 
October 18, November 15 and December 20. Kevin Br ad I ey, ■coord 
( 753-4683) Invites all ABUG member families to attend + he Sa * u ^ da * 
sessIons--he would especially like to encourage the attendance of ABUG 
member children. A G A G DOM will be generated; the fIrst disk features an 
Introduction to Apple graphics and will be generated through Fantavlslon. 


ABUG Macintosh Meeting: The Macintosh Special Interest Group mee l® * h ! 
fourth Tuesday of each month at the UMKC Med School, 2411 Holmes, Theater 
at 6:30. The group Is made up of ABUG members who are eager for more Mac 
participants with whom they can share Information. Coordinators for the 
group are Travis Butler and Alan Mast ( 4 5 4 - 6 27 3 © v e n I n g s/ 4 7 2 - 7 226 days). 
The MAC SIG hopes to offer a Mac DOM at each meeting MAC 6 Library 
copies are only available through the mall, at ABUG General meetings or at 
special copy sessions). 


ABUG Purpose: The Apple Bits User's Group Is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to sharing and disseminating Information about the use of the 
microcomputer. There are over 500 members with the majority of those being 
from the Greater Kansas City metropolitan area. Benefits to members 
Include: the monthly newsletter; access to the Archive Library.1; 
Information gleaned through attending our monthly and special meetings; a 
library of newsletters from ABUG and other computer clubs throughout the 
country; ABUG software (for purchase) dating from 1981 to the present; 
I.D.'s on ABUG's BBS, PMS; access to the club's copy of the Apple Technical 
Reference Notes; corporate membership In Call A.P.P.L.E. and The 
International Apple Core; as well as the personal benefit of an 
organization where you can share your knowledge, enthusiasm and expertise 
In the company of those with similar Interests. 











ABUG Sales: At each General Meeting, the group offers for sale to ABUG 
members a number of products related to computer use. Among those Items are 
blank disks, a monthly Disk of the Month featuring various and sundry 
programs, commercial software and other new products as available. Group 
purchases are often arranged through ABUG. Sales take place from 6:00-6:30 
and at meeting's end. 

ABUG BBS: The group maintains a 300 baud, 24 hour Bulletin Board System 
which Is available to computer users throughout the world, regardless of 
club affiliation. ABUG PMS Includes 6 drives devoted to public and private 
messages, Apple technical help, directories, features, club Information and 
manufacturers special offers (816-523-0304 ABUG PMS). 

ABUG Software Libraries: Listings of the following Libraries are available 
for your perusal at each General Meeting. Disks are duplicated only at the 
General Meetings and only from 6:00-6:30. Listings are available on disk. 
Unless otherwise noted, the disks are available only at the General 
Meet I ng. 


A. Archive Library.1 

1. Tony Grimm 997-2619 

2. 186 sides-publlc domain 

3. $2 per disk side 

C. Pascal Library 

1. Jeffrey Billings 781-1637 

2. 10 sides public domain 

3. S2 per disk 

E. New User DOM F. 

1. Joe Ryan 1-637-8874 

2. New disk Issued as needed 

3. Available at General/Beginner 

4. $2 per disk 


B. Past DOM Library 

1. Kevin Bradley 753-4683 

2. ABUG DOM's 1981-1986 IncI.Specla Is 

3. $2 per disk side 

D. Disk of the Month CD0M] (Current) 

1. Joe Malno 942-6419 

2. New disk Issued each month 

3. $2 per disk 

Macintosh DOM (Current) 

1. Travis Butler 492-4498 

2. New disk Issued frequently 

3. Available at General/Mac SIG 

4. $4 per disk 


G. Games and Graphics DOM 

1. Kevin Bradley 753-4683 

2. New disk Issued frequently 

3. Available at General/GG SIG 

4. S2 per disk 


ABUG Hardcopy Libraries: Available 

A. ABUG Newsletter Archives 

1. Bernle Fremerman 

2. Complete newsletter library 

3. Issues may be checked out 

C. ABUG Literature 

1. Kevin Thornton 342-7266 

2. Computer product information 

3. May be viewed during meeting 


at ABUG General Meetings: 

B. Apple Technical Notes 

1. Ricardo Requlnton 631-1028 

2. Apple/Mac technical help 

3. May be viewed during meeting 

D. Offers to ABUG Members 

1. Sandy Brockmann 523-1007 

2. Special purchases/offers for ABUG 

3. Posted at meetings and on PMS 

I MAC, Open-Apple, MACaztne, Nibble 


E. ABUG Subscriptions CCall APPLE, Cal 

1. Ricardo Requlnton 631-1028 

2. 12 month library of each magazine 

3. May be viewed or checked out at meeting 


Apple Bits General Meeting: Every Month We Sell-to ABUG Members Only: 


Data I I f e Hard Box-10.S22. 

Beneath Apple ProDOS (bk)......18. 


Understanding the Apple //e....20. 
Datallfe Disk Drive Analyzer...20. 
Disk of the Month (by USMall).. 4. 
D.O.M. (11 mth.subscrIptIon)...40. 


Datallfe Soft Box-10.S20. 

ProCOPY (ProDOS Utilities).30. 

Macintosh Disks Box-10.35. 

Membership (New and Renew).20. 

Polaroid Disks Box-10.13. 

Copy X Mac.25. 


ABUG Volunteers: There are no paid ABUG employees. All efforts by Board 
Members, Directors and others are strictly volunteer and are decidedly a 
labor of love. If you would like to participate In the running of the club 
or If you have Ideas you would like to see Implemented, please contact a 
Board Member. 


ABUG-How to Join: Membership fee Is S20 per year. To become a member, send 
check, cash or money order for J20 to Apple Bits, Box 368, Mission, KS 
66201. 















_> Call A ComputerI ABU6 PMS 816/523-0304 300 Baud/24 hours < 

1 : rt !hi es s.co„J h s e < I d n::^y n of :°-c h 

disk in a DOS 3.3 text file format]1 a *mSSim (M-Stl-OttO^etT^e-errenged 
?!me! he The e eas?Ut B erJ!cles r tr"or!: J.Th ere those that are unformatted with 
a 0 left margin and an 80 right margin. Unless + °Do , not°fin Justify your 

A o, fr :: -st:? 1 :? , ^ 

"jhi newsletter (page or more-see newsletter editor for your disk). 
Advertising Rates: Special accommodations will he made ,ora, !'*J** 

INSTRUCTIONS to ABUG, P.0. Box 368, Mission, KS 66Z01 . 


Full Page 1 ad=S50 12 ads=$420 
1/2 Page 1 ad a S30 12 ads=$252 
1/4 Page 1 ad=$20 12 ads=S156 


One line b/f 'reminder* ad=$50 per year 
Business card reproductlon=$125 per year 





















ABUG thanks... 

the following stores offering discounts to Apple Bits members. 
Other stores wishing to be listed should contact a Board Member as 
listed on page 3. 


• 20% Club Discount 

Bottom Line Computers-Software 
(see listing below) 

•15% Club Discount 

Moore Business Center 
6402 College (341-4788) 


Bottom Line Computers • Hardware 
4722 N.E. Vlvion Rd K.C. North (452-8588) 


Personal Computer Center 
3819 W. 95 Ranchmart (649-5942) 
9560 Ouivira Rd Oak Park (888-4003) 
452 Ward Parkway Plaza (756-2202) 


National Software Rental 
95th & Metcalf (648-5933) 

*10% Club Discount 

CompuSoft Plus 

12020 W. 87 Lenexa (492-4718) 

7650 N. Oak Gladstone (436-9015) 

Custom Computers 

12103 Johnson Dr. Shawnee (631-7600) 

Softwaire Center lnt*l 
3732 W. 95th (341-6711) 

• Free Membership 

Computer Resale Center 

205 E. Gregory (523-3728) 


ABUG membership w/ each 
system purchase 


• Discounts are only available upon presentation of current ABUG member¬ 
ship card. Discounts do not apply to sale merchandise, books or magazines. 


ABUG ORDER FORM 


Mail completed form and check to: 
Apple Bits 

Box 368, Mission, KS 66201 


Name— 
Address. 

City_ 

Phone _ 


State-Zip- 

__Date 



Description 

Price 

Quantity 

Extended 

A 

Apple Bits Membership 

Circle one: New Renew 

20.00 



B 

Current Disk-of-the-Month 

4.00 



C 

Past Disk-of-the-Month 

Mont h: 

4.00 

































MOUSETEXT 
by Kevin Bradley 

Any of you who read my messages on PMS will know that l*m 
Irked at vendors again. I really don’t think It Is 
unjustified, since I practically had to ransack the entire 
city to find a telecommunications package for the Apple //e. 
Get this straight--! was not Insisting on AEPRO (which I did 
find, by the way, though It was like pulling teeth)--l 
merely wanted something besides the terrible software that 
came with my ZOOM Modem. I realize that IBM pretty much 
rules the business market, and that Commodore has a hefty 
chunk of the home market, but It Is ridiculous for Apple 
software to be that hard to find. Not one vendor even 
mentioned the Pinpoint PoInt-to-PoInt package. I honestly 

believe that the average computer salesman knows as much 
about what he sells as the bag boy at the supermarket knows 
about Iettuce--maybe less. Furthermore, I am sick and tired 
of the Inflated pricing of both hard and software. Would 
someone please tell me what Is Inside an Apple //e that 
makes It worth S700? For that price I could get a //c (with 
an Internal drive) and a monitor. The //e Is expandable, 
yes, but It actually has LESS Inside It than the //c. Don’t 

tell me that I am paying for slots--how much do those things 

cost? What It really amounts to Is that //e purchasers are 
paying for all the R&D that went Into the //c, while //c 
owners reap all the benefits. 

On a similar subject, ABUG can no longer buy Applied 

Engineering products at dealer prices. Our last order was 
refused because a local dealer complained that we were 
undercutting his/her prices. 

Face It, we have no defense. We cannot protect ourselves, 
help ourselves, decide anything for ourselves. Our 
collective buying power means nothing. Our built-in support 
for a vendor’s products means nothing. The fact that we 
generate sales of products by demonstrating them and/or 
Inv111ng/beggIng/bIackmaI I lng hardware makers and software 
publishers to do the same, means nothing. Do these vendors 
EVER listen to anything we say? We’ve opposed 
copy-protection for how long now? Computer users In general 
have begged for standardization and compatibility for years. 
No one cares. Yet we play Into their hands every time, 
panting, drooling, and begging them to take our money 
because we simply MUST have the latest whatchamacaI I 11. 
When the salesman at the local store gouges you again, 
remember to say, ’’Thank you.” Vendors complain that their 
sales of hard and software are not what they used to be. 
Maybe If they (and the manufacturers and publishers) didn’t 
expect to make their entire year’s salary on each Item, they 
would sell more unlts/packages/whathaveyou. Personal 
computing will never fully reach the masses until Is Is 
commonplace. It won’t be commonplace as long as It costs an 
arm and a leg. 
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PEST CONTROL 
John Nicholson 


The score Is one to one. A | t+ J.® | s + b U g° r JJi* JTagtle all 
P p r ro 9 grar rS are a ;ted: h Wha; ,C w I .M the end result bet That's up to 
you. . 

I would like to start a new coNmn. ^glam!"^ Jou'know how 

myself. If you know b«9 a ^ P » e g pos+card a+ + h e 

to fix a specific bug, Ju a P p+ +he bugs each 

address listed below. I II Tr Y _ +ba f you can 

month. If you e £ per '®" a ® yoE^telI’ me what version of the 

duplicate ,+5 * ak ® a nd, state the hardware you are 

program you are using, 
using- 

+ First the good news. I recently 
Now for this months report, first, " g compla!n ed about 

reviewed Nite Owl's Developer °Jsk J^ ^^the original 
ill window program no+ returning the curs ^ found g 

position. Apparent y, some Th e Jeople at Nite Owl 

bugs In the original p ® so that the cursor is returned 

modified the VIndo.» PW« ^.according to the note 
+o the original p °*'T'° n ’ 3 , on , have fixed several other 

enclosed In the modlfi update, but, to be real 

bugs. They sent me a copy °t £ boo+ I+ . But most 

honest, I haven't even ha attention to public criticism 
Importantly, they |?® v ® p + h pro blems. It Is really nice to 
and taken the time to fix t P + he consumer views the r 

find a company that cares think the program should 

Program, rather ^ f how^ they y) th I nk ^ , n+e P es+ed when 

I purchase a disk. 

& him In a Beagle Brothers 
And now for the bad n ®"*' fa * + + ha + + he bug Is In perhaps 
program? Oh, no! HajP . + date MACROWORKS, makes It even 
the I r most useful product to date. are cgreful ab ut 

worse. But, here Is what happens, it Y g+ yery regu iar 

your AppIeworks documents, and .sa blem . m the word 

Intervals, this bug won' + . Pa T aaD ?e K to calculate page 
processor. If Y°u use ®' osa J; aPP i ber \t the bottom of the 
breaks, it asks you for the p ®9®, he end of + hat page. If 

screen, and then sor ( S dropped where It was 

you hit escape, the ours purpose, hit Return, 

originaliy• If Y°“ acc ' e y ;„, r , outis to reboot the 
the 9 system locks up and ™° d ° + Y b e document, it Is gone 
system. If Y ou ho | found this bug, suffice it 

forever I I won't tell Y°u how t den + + h e side of my 

to say that there Is now ® article I wrote a couple of 

ILpuMr. But ■ h "Jk"«i t.ckl,9 It 

b?".; 1 .!!! “»»•» a '* k <""• M9h,! 

you figure that one out. 

modem? U sHou^an^rU]I ?? I*'™- 3 
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minute to help other people. Save them the frustration that 
goes with bugs. Write to: 


JOHN NICHOLSON 
7314 BOOTH 

PRAIRIE VILLAGE, KS 66208 


+ + 
+ Feature Writers and Reviewers + 
+ are wanted for K.C.»s first + 
+ specific newspaper, + 


+ THE KANSAS CITY HIGH TECH JOURNAL + 


+ + 

+ If you are interested, + 

+ there are Incentives. + 

+ + 

+ Phone 836-2279 after 5 P.M. and + 

+ ask for Richard. + 

+ + 

+ KANSAS CITY HIGH TECH JOURNAL + 

+ 836-2279 + 

+ 461-1260 + 

+ - + 

+ + 

+ Have something to sell? Put + 

+ your product In front of over + 

+ 5000 computer enthusiasts. + 

+ FREE classifieds In the + 

+ Kansas City High Tech Journal + 

+ Call 836-2279 or write to: + 

+ P.0. Box 1962 + 

+ Independence,MO 64055 + 

+ + 


+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 


WHY BUY MAIL ORDER? 

By Gary Soukup 

Why would anyone buy Macintosh software over the phone? One 
word will answer here: PRICE... If you were to purchase, 
lets say JAZZ from your local authorized Apple Dealer you 
would pay close to retail ($395). From MacConnectI on (one 
of the first Mac mall order houses) you would pay $299, a 
savings of $94 or about 25$. Mall order prices usually are 
anywhere from 20 to 40$ lower than your local dealer. How, 
may you ask, do MacConnectI on and other mall order houses 
undersell your local dealer? Mall order houses can offer 
lower prices (closer to wholesale) because they have very 
little overhead, like the local stores. Lets compare. A 
computer store has: 1) space to display the goods. 2) sales 
personnel. 3) Inventory. 4) servIces/support personnel. A 
mall order house has: 1) an 800 number. 2) operators to take 
orders and give support. 3) an advertising budget. 4) an 
office to work out of. 5) a warehouse. 

The mall order house doesn't have to spend thousands of 
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dollars +o make l+s shop appealing to customers like a 
computer store does. The malI order people create their 
Image through advertising and encounters with customers on 
the phone. 

Another reason to go mall order Is CONYEN1ENCE• It Is very 
easy to buy the software you want In a few minutes over the 
phone. Still another reason to go mall order Is SELECTION. 
With their lower overhead, mall order houses can afford to 
offer a wider selection of software titles to choose from. 
Computer stores generally carry the hottest titles In order 
to move Inventory. This practice keeps the stores 
financially solvent, but does not provide the consumer with 
a wide variety of software choices. 

Now, you are probably saying, mall order Is too good to be 
true. You are right. As with everything In life, mall 

order software buying has disadvantages, also. Generally, 
unless you have worked with the software product you want to 
purchase, you will be buying "blind". It is a good idea to 
check out the software you are considering before you buy 
mail order. Another disadvantage Is support. Some computer 
dealers In our area base their whole advertising pitches on 
this point. If you are buying complicated software, like 
PageMaker, It may be a good Idea to look to your local 
dealer. Although many mall order houses usually offer 

telephone support, there Is nothing like having your 

favorite salesperson right there In times of need. 

Sometimes It pays off in the long run to pay the higher 

price for the software product and have good local support 
from your dealer. The final decision will have to be yours. 
If you feel confident about navigating the software you are 
considering for purchase, go mall order. If you want extra 
care and attention with a complicated software product, 
stick with your local dealer. 


= THE APPLE BITS USERS GROUP 
= has made a special purchase of = 
= DS,DD Diskettes. 

= The club will make these 

= diskettes available to members 
= at the special price of 

= $5.00 for 10 diskettes. 

= These disks will be available 

= by the October meeting. 

=See Chuck Garrett for your purchase* 





$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 


$ TREASURERS REPORT: 

$ 

S Cash on Hand. 

$ Balance In 

$ Checking account 

$ 


$ 

$ 

s 


210.43 $ 

$ 

2772.26 $ 

$ 


$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 


UNINTERRUPTIBLE POWER SUPPLY 
Jim Holler 

Applies Engineering, always a leader In Innovative 
peripheral boards, has announced an un-InterruptabIe power 
supply which Is completely self-contained on a single card 
which can be Installed In any slot In an APPLE II, 11+ or 
lie. The UN-20 Nuclear Reactor card provides backup power 
for up to 12 years. When the card senses a power failure, 
explosive bolts eject moderator and control rods from the 
reactor Interior within 20 mmsec, bringing the reactor to 
Its fully rated output of 20kw In less than a millisecond. 
Over Its 12 year active live, the reactor*s power decreases 
by about 25? to 15kw, more than enough time to restore 
external power. Integral fans provide convection cooling of 
the reactor*s 500 BTU heat dissipation while the reactor 
remains In a standby condition. If your computer fan cannot 
furnish the 400 ft per second forced air for cooling during 
operation, consider buying the optional heavy-water cooling 
jacket and stainless steel pump module which fits 
conveniently under a desk or workbench. Latches on each side 
of the reactor module let you quickly swap the radio- active 
core, should you need to replace It. An optional circular 
viewing port of lead glass lets you view the reactor*s 
Internal assemblies. To protect users from undue radiation, 
each card Includes a shielding kit comprising five stick-on 
lead plates and 20 rad I at Ion-monI tor Ing badges. The lead 
plates mount Inside the computer and reduce the gamma rays 
that might cause soft errors to floppy disk or RAM data. For 
more protection, an optional 200* extension cord Is 
available for monitors and the new detached keyboard soon to 
be announced. Because the card can supply more than enough 
power for the average APPLE, you can sell the excess power 
the the utility company. An add-on phasing and metering kit 
(UN-PMK-20) lets you connect your reactor card directly to 
the local power grid. Each kit Includes standard power sale 
contracts and Rural Electrification Board rules and 
regulations. Although not required everywhere, each reactor 
card Includes a standard 23-volume site evacuation plan 
which Includes blank forms for you to fill In the name and 
address of your reactor and then mall to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission. As an option, the plan Is available 
on floppy disk In AppleWrlter or AppleWorks format. User 
friendly WPL programs let you type In data so that your word 
processor can create a complete, printed document. The price 
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• npq card | s $12,000,000.00. Please 
of the basic reactor (Price does not reflect 

6 ' 7 + ,o V n e s ar ?or cost oier-rins during the manufacture of 
considerations for cost please ma || y0 ur cashiers check 

end or tor loJlotl. •> P.O.Box U-25J. 

or money order, in tuii. 

White Sands,NM 43210 


PRODUCT REVIEW 

Product: PRINT-IT1 

Manuf actur.n j'o^RESERVO^R* STREET 

„ HE | l i; TS n" , o 0 R 2 'n1. PRINTER 

Prlce: $200 (discounted as low as $125) 

Reviewer: JERRY SAALE 

PR I NT- IT! Is a pr ln+or in+erface card|+ha+ a P r ovl_des software 

,"dependent prtn+er contr ,3 bu++on> The card installs In 
function, at Tne touui a . i two-wire cable 

Kris..;'.";:- 

y.i; r...... ..«..tic.ny .>««»» 

restarting or rebooting. 

There Is no need f0 ^ ® pec |® a pRINT-m^It^nciudes either a 
for Apple's Mousepalnt. The R ^face cable. Printers 

parallel or serial pr '"I , i maa ewrlter / Scribe, C. Itoh 
supported Include: AppieDMP/ J««9 “ 6eB , n i 10X / 15X / 

/ PS |tx 8 5 IDs/oMdlta a'd many ^hers. Dip switches 
are* used toToS'f I gire' tS. card for various printers. 

Sc new software U conf, g ured Recognize 

SilUSKS “ - p >e b ’ S r r UC o + r ,0 rro m C :"th^ a^grlm. Tor 

printer from the key board or from right Jn 

example, you can send re 9|* typing In or running and 

the middle of the program Y°“ ^e tyP^S spACE 

then resume what you are doing at J h ® a „ select PRINT-ITI 
BAR. While in \'" e + r t r “* i ^tate Qra^lcs90 degrees. 

dSe-s.z^niga. emphasized print Printing lj f 

and 0 r "many r ' others. ^Hor Izontat @ and vertical -Sr... control Is 
also provlded. 

Another nice feature Is thet + a mural?) ^Any screen 
with no line feed between C"J out ,ow-ris double hl-res, 
doub I e 6 l^^mlx^B^nnd^o^r: tint In 40 or B0 column. 
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However, an Apple lie Is required for double hi or lo-res. 
Eighty column cards by Apple (lie or RGB), VIdex and many 
others are supported. 

Texprlnt’s manual has some Information on assembly language 
programming plus required modifications to the Apple 
language (RAM) card for II and lit users. A two year 
limited warranty Is provided. 

There Is a report formatting problem with Appleworks. I 
called Texprlnt’s product Information 800 number and a very 
courteous technician explained that my problem was 
Appleworks version 1.1. Version 1.2 corrected some printer 
problems. After upgrading to version 1.3 and my formatting 
problems disappeared, but a new one appeared: the dreaded 
”0N” printed In the upper left corner of each Appleworks 
document. I know this can be solved by sending my 

Imagewrlter the proper control codes (but which codes??). 
The PR I NT-ITI manual doesn’t give you a clue. Anybody out 
there know the control codes I need? I wrote to TEXPRINT 
but my request for help was never answered. 

I tried PR I NT-ITI with several game programs and It printed 
graphics flawlessly. The kids and I are producing this 
rather large map of Questron. With It we’re sure we can 
defeat the evil wizard. You may want to hide the PRINT-ITI 
button (or stock up on paper and ribbons). Kids love this 
easy to use Interface card! 

The one graphics program that PRINT-ITI doesn’t seem totally 
compatible with Is PRINT SHOP. The end product Is OK but my 
Imagewrlter only prints left to right. Also, there seems to 
be a pause after each print head pass. Overall this really 
slows PRINT SHOP In comparison to my super serial card. 

TEXPRINT also sells a program called SAVE-ITI which gives 
you the ability to save to disk anything that PRINT-ITI can 
capture. SAVE-ITI works only with It’s companion product. 


FOR SALE BY ABUG MEMBERS 

ERIC CLARKE (Iv.msg at 966-9208): PCPI CP/M card w/WordStar 
for Apple //e $75. Also, Hayes Micromodem //e $85 or best 
offer. 

BERNIE FREMERMAN (381-4954): Dysan disks in plastic box, 
ds/dd $15 each. 

DENNIS DOMS (763-9416): Microsoft Softcard DE-SI 25 for the 
Apple Includes CP/M 2.2 for 48 or 64K Apple, Microsoft 
Basic-80 with Apple //e enhancements and utility programs 
(CP/M 8080 assembler, etc). Or Ig.hdwre,sftwre,manuaIS,boxes. 
Works on //e If 74LS109 Is replaced with 74S109 or 74F109. 

ERIC CLARK (call 966-9208): Microsoft Premium Softcard //e, 
works on //e only, combines extended 80 col and CP/M 
card-$125. 
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CHRISTIANSEN 


ALAN 
$35. 

DAVID ELLIS 

Flex. prices. 


(229-1031 evngs/wknds): Zenl+h Gr. 


Screen 


(648-4925): Apple 


Software; serial card. 


& to ir+ qreen screen, 128K, 80 

packages (one inci. 

package >800. Printer-excellent 

COURTNEY JACKSON equipped Nlth Fingerprint 

(great' ad d l tlonf" Asking i.M 

„ KE RUSSELL <.«-.,»» "°f 

:i“.r »•'•»>,' " 9 fr!e 'f.t " d , 5 : fsr. 

Comes with case and padlock. 


yilTn cojw u " r . 

Project* L|saWrlte-$50;»t h n ^ cW ^ +h docs and warranty 

MaC ! r 'Se / 5 soft-hardware. 

TZZ, 

— «-• 

TOK ELLIS I 

column card, Saturn 

and printer $750. card fop 

.AVNE -0R0A» e .8g7 ; ,IS. U "-osott Co.p.t ^ ^ Cp/ „, ... 20 

dlsks + Stoical 1 evenings). ,. r I28K. 80 

J T ““'mmU- 'Si.’- ^-^ttear. SJ.Oi B»C -enltor 

!tU“S'..S*;.r N.tN It...- Mlcro . oa e. X. - 

DANNY COHN <888-7907 .e.k.nd.U Ha, 

"if “fkfte.lUi' R-5» 8 «;.^|il°TiSKr'il 2 S”* 

and some good mlsc. 
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retail for $799, but I'll let the whole thing go for $500. 
Call 642-8148 voice 3:30 to 10 PM weeknltes or leave a 
message. 

MIKE RUSSELL: Apple Stuff - Gamma FD-100 1/2 height disk 
drive asking $175; Vldex Ultraterm Card $150; AEPR0 4.20 DOS 
3.3 $35; Super Serial Card $50; Parallel Printer Card $25; 

TDITHERTIZER II digitizer Interface for 11 or ][+ **0NLY** 
paid $800 w/camera, software, hardware, & paddles. Now only 
$200 with everything but the camera (642-8148). 

ERIC FLESCHER (631-4646 or 749-4544): Bank Street Filer 128 
$35; Better Working Spreadsheet $25; Ext. 80 col.card $75. 

JIM CR00KER (968-3466 days/432-8608 evenings): Apple //e-BMC 
monitor, 64K ext. 80 col.card, 32K printer buffer, CP/M card 
and lots of software. 

TRAVIS BUTLER (492-7884): Apple Scribe Printer, good cond. 
offers accepted. 

TONY LOMBARDO (Iv.msg PMS): Bogen 60 Watt P.A. amplifier. 
Challenger Model C-60 $150 or trade. See p.373 of 

Electronics Supply Catalog. 

RODNY SEBBY (299-2072): two 128K Saturn cards + software 
$85 each. Macintosh upgrade 128K to 512K takes 10 min. $185. 
Imagewrlter for Mac or series $300. Stand alone speech 

synthesizer uses serial connection $100 or trade. 

JOSEPH MAIN0 (861-4700 x.661 8-4:30): //e ext.80 col card 

$ 100 . 

JONATHAN BACON (383-9116): Jane $75 Incl.docs. Apple ][ 6502 
Assembly Lang.Tutor by R.Haskell Incl. disk $10.Z-80 
softcard $45. Apple Koala Pad w/Splderman and all prog, 
disks $95. Apple Graphics Games (bk) $5. 

BILL HENDERSON, Sr. (531-2622):. SMentype Printer with roll 
of paper. $100. 

WANTED BY ABUG MEMBERS 

DAVE WEBB (681-8600): wants to purchase any or all of the 
following used Items: //e, Duodlsk, Imagewrlter II. 

DANNY COHN (648-7907): wants a SIder 10 meg for $500. 

RICK M0LINARI0 (537-6942): Disk drive for Apple //e. 

ERiC FLESCHER (749-4544 or 631-4646): old Adam Strange 
Justice League of America, Green Lantern or other comics. 

MIKE RUSSELL (642-8148): employment In computer related or 
music related field. Anything from custom programming, 
tutoring, data entry, etc. Experience on every microcomputer 
plus lots of time on CP/M type systems running CCPM-816 as 
well as CDOS-286, plus minicomputer exp. using Data General 
AOS systems and UNIX-based minis. References available. 






EXPIRATION NOTICE! 
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